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pointed to it by the board. Last year’s meas-
ure was examined by the Road Board Con-
ference and by the secretary of the confer-
ence, and ran the gauntiet of both Houses,
and finally was approved. If the amend-
.ment is necessary, surely it would have been
put forward at that time.

Mr. SAMPSON: This new clause was not
.«considered by the Road Board Association,
ither in conference or in executive meeting.
In connection with the 1932 measare this
matter was not mentioned either by the
Minister in introducing the Bill or by any
member in speaking to the Bill. Perhaps
‘the Minister will report progress.

The Minister for Works: You might {ry
the new eclause in another place.

Mr, SAMPSON: As the Minister has such
a grip of loeal government, I would greatly
prefer that he should deal with this matter.
Undouhtedly an errer was made last session
in rendering it obligatory on a returning
officer to eome in, many miles perhaps, for
a mere formality.

Mr. Latham: He could easily appeint a
-suhstitute.
Mr, SAMPSON: Yes; but returning

officers do not always make a cloge study
«of the Aet.

New clause put and negatived.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m,

f1o0]

Legisiative Council,

Tuesday, Sth August, 1933.

Questigns : Minlsterinl travelling aliowances 267
Shipping, Northern stock requirements 268
Wire netting, tender 288

Raflway, Lake Gmc&Kurlgaxin, Jovitations to
nfficlal opening . 2600

Prospect.lng scheme 260
Bills: Yotk Cemeteries, 1R. ... 2649
Toad Districts Act Amendment, 249
Motlons: Rallways, Copltal Account, tn Inquire by
Select Committee 289
corr-pondence Classes, Postal ]Jcpmment.s
regulstion 273
Adjournment, Speclal .. 279

The PRESIDENT took the {hair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINISTERIAL TRAVEL-
LING ALLOWANCES.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chisf
Secretary: 1, What was the total amount
of travelling allowances drawn by the Jin-
isters of the Crown in this State during the
following periods:—12 months ended 30th
June, 1925; 12 months ended 30th June,
1929; 12 months ended 30th June, 1931; 12
months ended 30th June, 19327 2, How
many visits to the Loan Council were made
by the then Premier during the abore-men-
tioned respective periods?

The CHIEF SECRETARY rvepliva: 1
and 2, Efforts were made some months ago
te obtain the information sought, but a re-
cent review, followed hy deeper investiga-
tion, shows that wider and apparently inter-
minahle researeh would he necessaryv in or-
der to reach anything like exactitude. Min-
isterial expenses are so widely distributed
according to the department affected and the
nature ot the business uvpon which Minis-
ters may be travelling—as in some enses the
expenses of one visit may be spread through
the ramifications of the accounts of various
departments—that it would nvelve infinite
labour to furnish the information with any
degree of reliability. Moreover, the alioca-
tion of pavments which have been made he-
tween the cost of separate items such as
cars, and the expenses puid o the Ministers,
and the segregation of the charves into the
various veuars asked for, present very great
difficnlties. Again, iinisterial enr aceomuno-
dation is nermally regarded as a substitute
for travelling expenses, conditional on avail-
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ability, thus aggravating the perplexities in-
volved in search and examination, due to
the circumstance—of which Mr. Hall is fully
cognisant—that the memhers for a district
or provinee, or for hoth, frequently accom-
pany a Minister when visiting their con-
stituencies, and, while a Minister's trip is
a charge on the Treasury, he may not always
draw upon the resources of the car, except
for part of his tour—temporary breaks in
continnity may and de occur—and, apart
from that, it is on some ocensions, in iso-
lated instances, a matter for conjecture as
to what proportion of this expense the Min-
ister is, personally, hut naot finaneially, re-
sponsible for, and what proportion may just-
lv be treated as a dishursement, in the pub-
lic interest, for the entertainment of his
guests. It is, therefore, regrefted that it
is impossible to supply the desired informa-
tion.

QUESTION—SHIPPING, NORTHERN
STOCK REQUIREMENTS.

Hon. G, W, MILES asked the Chief See-
retary: Owing to the faet that there are
thousands of fat sheep al present in the
North, for which owners are unable
to obtain shipping space to Fremantle, what
steps do the Government intend to take to
relieve the situation?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied:
The State Shipping Service has heen reliev-
ing the situation to the extent of its capa-
city. Space is still being allotted, and a
number of options have not been concluded.

QUESTION—WIRE NETTING, TENDER.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief Seec-
retary: As the Minister for Customs stated
in the Federal House that the Australian
price of wire nefting at main Australian
ports was as follows:—Wire netting, gal-
vanised. 17 gauge x 13in. mesh x 42in. wide,
price £31 12s. 6d.; and as the Western Aus-
tralian Government Tender Board, on 22nd
June, accepted the following tender:—
“Western Australian Government Tender
Board, 22nd June, galvanished wire netting,
17 gauge x 1¥in. mesh x 42in. wide—W.A,
Netting and Wire Produets, Ltd., £37 3s, 64.
per mile, less 7s. 6d. per cent. for payment
in Perth,”” will the Minister explain why a
tender for an amount of £2 15s. per mile
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above the price stated hy the Minister for
Customs, as heing the Australian priee, was
accepted, as it represents approximately the
sum of £1,375 more than what the Federal
Minister said it shonld cost?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
The price stated to have been quoted by
the Minister for Customs refers to “B”
grade netting. Recent tenders were for “A"
grade netting, and the lowest tender was
£37 3s. Gd. less 7s. 6d. per eent., F.O.R,
Perth. The position is:—Wire netting, 17
gauge, 1iin. mesh, 42in. wide, “B” grade
{approx. 157 lhs. per 100-yard roll} isx
quoted, at present market rates, £31 12s. Gd.
per mile, C.I.LF., Fremantle (less 7s. 6d. per
cent. for payment in Sydney). The Tender
Board accepted the tender of the W.A. Net-
ting and Wire Produnets Manufacturers,
Limited, for wire netting, 17 gauge, 1jin.
mesh, 42in. wide, “A” grade (approx. 176
lbs. per 100-yard roll), at £37 3s. 6d. per
mile, F.O.R., Perth, less 75, 6d. per cent. for
pavment in Perth. It will be noted that a
comparison has been made hy the Hon. A.
Thomson of different grades of netting, and
with different hases of delivery. The follow-
ing comparizon will illustrate the respective
prices of the “A” and “B” grades at pre-
sent market rates, worked on the baszis of
hoth types, C.LF,, Fremantle:—

o

“A"” Grade per mile— s, d

C.I.F., Fremantle 3312 6§
Less 7s. Bd. per cent. 0 2 B
Nett, CIF. .. .. .. 35 910
Add—
Wharfage, cartage, storage,
and handling costs .. .. 200
F.O.R., Fremantle .. . 37T 910
“B” Grade, per mile— £ s d.
C.I.F.,, Fremantle .. .. 3112 &6
Less 7s. 6d, per cent. .. oo 0 2 4
Nett C.LF. a1 2
Add—
Wharfage, cartage, storage,
and handling 118 6

F.OR., Fremantle .. .. 33 8 8

As the tender in question for “A” (irade
netting was let at £87 ds. 6d. (less 7s. 61,
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per cent.), E37 0s. 9d. per mile nett, this
reaily represents an advaniage of 9s. 1.
per nile over the wholesale market rate, or
a lotal of £227 1< 8d, on the 200 iniles be-
ing purchased, plus freight from Fremantle
to Perth. “A”" and “BY Grades denoie
heavy and light weights of the sane gaunge.
A~ the Government are giving seftlers 23
vears' terms for repayment of advances
made for wire netting, it was decided to pur-
cuase and supply the heavier “A™ (irade
in view of its longer life.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, LAKE GRACE-
EARLGARIN.

Invitations to official opening.

Hon, J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retavy: 1, Did the Government, or the Rail-
way Departmenl, notify any wmember of
Parlinment ahout the date of the ollicial
opening of the Lake Grace-Karlgarin rail-
way, or invite any member of Parliament
to attend the funetion? 2, Tt so, why were
the members of the Legislative Council.
who represent the distriet actuallv affected,
overlooked in any such nolificution ov in-
vitation?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied:
I and 2, The Governmeni conzented Lo have
an oflicial opening of the Lake Graee-Warl-
garin railway at the invitation of tie Lake
(rrace Road Board, through the member for
the districf. Ne invitations were issued hy
the Gavernment or the Railway Department,
bt the Legislative Assembly members for
the two districts concerned and one Lesis-
lative Council member were present at the
opening ceremony.

QUESTION—PROSPECTING SCHEME,

Hon. J. CORXELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Tx there any substanee in the asser-
tions made in many parts of the Eastern
il Northern Goldfields that the activities
of men sent out under the Minister for
Mines” prospecting scheme are being seri-
ously hampered through delay in iz:uing
necessary tools and other prospecting re-
quisites?

The CHIET SECRETARY replied: No
noteworthy complaints have been received at
Head Office. If the hon. memher will mive
specifie instanees, inqniries will he made.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, York Cometeries.
2, Road  Distriets Aet  Amendment
{(No. 1).
Received from the As=sembly and read
a first lime.

MOTION—RAILWAYS, CAPITAL
ACCOUNT.

To Ingquire by Seleet Commitiee.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-HKast)
[4.45]: I move—

That a seleet committec be appointed to in-
quire and repert upon the eapital cost of the
Western Australian Government railways with
a view to reducing the amount upon which the
Commissioner of Railways is expected to find
interest and running costs, and to make such
recommendations as the committee may deem
desirable to co-ordinate the different transport
services and enable the railways to meet the
competition from motor and other transport.

I trust members will not think that I am
enilty of bringing forward a hardy annual.
This is the third oceasion on which I have
submitted the maiter for the consideration
of the House. On the first oceasion the
motion lapsed owing to the House adjourn-
ing, and on the seecond oceasion it was de-
fented. TFvents have moved swiftly during
recent months. It is the intention of the
Governinent  to introduce legislation de-
signed to protect the Railway Department,
and people interested in other forms of
transport have usked the Government to
afford them an opporinnity to state their
views before such legislation is introduced.
I was not aware that such action was con-
templated. I submitted the motion to the
House in order to honour a pledge I gave
to the electors of South-Bast Provinece when
I was returned to represent them in this
Hounse.  Therefore I trust that members
will not think T am trying to force the
matier upon them. Transport is of vital
importance to the country, and particularly
to the primary industries. The Proposed
legislation, if one may judge from the legis-
lation and by-laws in other States, is likely
to be of a rather restrictive character and it
behoves all interested in the development
and progress of onr landed industries to
serutinise every avenue that tends to in-
crease the cost of transport and distribute
the burden as equitably as possible. There-
fore I offer na excuse for again tabling a
motion for the appointment of a select com-
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mittee to consider the question of reducing
the capital costs of the railwavs and make
recommendations for the co-ordination of
transport systems. I fully realise the im-
portance of the task that would confront the
select committee. 1f one desired to shirk
hig duty, he would sit back and allow scme-
one else to tackle the job. Keen interest is
being evineed in the project for the co-
ordination of transport. A conference has
been convened for to-morrow at 3 p.m,,
various bodies having been invited by the
Perth Chamber of Commerce to send two
delegates each. It is expected that repre-
sentatives will attend from the Chamber of
Automotive Industries, Royal Automobile
Club, Transport Association, Master Car-
viers’ Association, Fremantle Chamber of
Cominerce, Primary Producers’ Association,
Chamber of Manufactures, Pastoralists’
Associntion, Wheat Growers’ Union, Mid-
land Railway Co., Metropolitan Ownibus
Co., Alpine Taxi Co, and several country
Chambers of Commerce. The appointment
of a select commitiee would afford the vari-
ous interests an opportunity to place their
views on record, and those views should be
helpful to the Government in framing their
legistation. I intend to deal briefly with the
eapital aceount of the railways. The
amount debited to the Commissioner of
Railways 1s £24,937,332, an increase since
last vear of £523,300. He is expected to
find interest charges amounting to £996,233,
an increase of £7,060 over the interest bill
of last year. The net revenue earned was
3.20 per cent. on the capital chavged against
the railways. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways has recently been approached with a
request to reduce his freight charges. Tt
was considered that he wag quite willing to
do so, and as a matter of fact had pre-
pared reductions in vavious rates, but
apparently something prevented his mecting
the altered trade conditions. Considering
the diffienlties confronting the Commissioner
of Railways, great credit is due to
him and to his responsible officials for the
efficiency of the department. Despite the
depression, the loss last year was only
£175,681. One wonders by how much the
deficit was reduced at the expense of de-
ferred repairs and remewals. I have an
interesting report showing that Governments
in other Sfates are approaching this question
serionsly. I do not say that if a seleet com-
mittee were appointed, we would be able to
do better than transport eommittees have done
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in other parts of the world, but it would
afford people vitally interested in transport
an opportunity to record their views, and,
with the assistance of the findings of similar
committees elsewhere, the select committee
should be able to submit recommendations
that would be helpful to the Government and
to the development of the State. The Com-
monwealth appointed a Co-ordination of
Transport Committee, who reported in 1924,
They stated that from 1904 to 1914 railway
capital accounts inereased by 37 per cent.
and the goods traffic by 91 per cent. Fromn
1914 to 1928 railway capital inereased by
73 per cent., and goods traffic by only 21
per cent. That indicates an avenue for
profitable inquiry in connection with the
working of our railways. From 1929 to 1933
ihe accumulated losses on our railwavs were
£1.328,938, and apart from those losses, no
aderuate provision was made for depreein-
tion, The losses, it is expected, will be paid
by the producers of the State, and I have
approached the question of the railway eap-
ital account from that angle. The men who
are prodecing wheat, wool, butter and other
primary commodities, the men who are pro-
dueing the true wealth of the State, are
vitally interested in obtaining cheap railway
freights to enahle them to get their goods
1o market. T think it is the honest desire
of every Government, so far as is humanly
possible. fn grant them that eonsideration.
There are diffieculties under present methods
and present conditions. The report of the
Commonwealth committee stated—

The increase in railway eapital expenditure
during the last ten years, as compared with
the much smaller inerease in traffic an the
railways during the same period, indieates the
need for greater productivity in the areas now
servedt by transport faeilities.

The carning eapacity of the various trans-
port facilities is greatly lessened, and the
operating costs considerably increased owing
to the large areas of sparsely-populated and
undeveloped couwntry through which they pass.

From a brief cxamination of the poliey in
cach State it is questionable whether sufficient
is bheing done to induce greater productivity
in such areas. Since 1914, capital expenditure
in extending railway systems has increased
out of all proportion to prodvnetion. Tt is eon.
sidered that a similar rate of railway exten-
sion is not warranted in future, but rather a
concentration of cffort to greater productivity
in areas new served by ihese systems, The
developmental road programme should also be
directed towards this end,

Those remarks apply more particularly to
the older-estahlished and more thickly popu-
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lated States like New South Wales and Vie-
toria. While T am quite in aceord with the
opinion that we should do all in our power
lu encourage preater productivity along ex-
isting railways, we bave to bear in mind
that Western Mustralia, if it is to be opened
up and developed, must have transport facil-
ities. It is of no earthly use seuding men
out 4, 30 or 60 miles from the rail head
and expecting them to engage in profitable
production. | am showing that a select com-
mittee would have a wonderful opportunity
1o subinit recommendations. Tt would be
one of the most important committees ever
appointed by the House, and great good
should vesult from its investigations. Let
us iake onr own rallways, T will hriefly
refer to one or two points only. As T in-
dicated, we Iost last vear approximately
£175,000, but no econsideration is given for
services which the Commissioner extends to
other departments.  For instance, if my
memory serves me rightly, T think that in
the Estimates a sum of about £1,500 is pro-
vided for services rendered to the Govern-
imnent, stch as the provision of Ministerial
coaches and looking after distinguished
visitors, and alse for services rendered to
Parliamentavians. The Commissioner in his
Iagt report submitted that these serviees
cost him £36,000. After all, this may be
only a hook entry, but 1 maintain we should
he fair to the Commissioner and say, “If
you render services to other departments
costing vou £36,000, your departinent is en-
titled to that eredit.” Take what happens in
the metropolifan area. T am not objecting
to the carrying of children to and from
school at a nominal fee, but we find that
‘he Commissioner has to put on a special
train for the convenience ot school children.
Those of us who have been on the Perth
railway station al ahout 4 o'clock have seen
bundreds of children hoarding trains to take
them to their homes. 1 understand that in
the metropolitan area the Commissioner re-
seives tlie large sum of is per child per
n:onth for this service. T am not suggesting
that there should be an alteration in the
-ate, but 1 do think it legitimate that a fair
‘harge should be impored and debited
igainst the Edueation Department.  From
Jhat point of view we could assist the Com-
nissioner by making a recommendation in
hat direction. We have heard a great deal
thout the low rate at which super is earried
m the railways. On looking at the returns
ve find that the Commissioner last year
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received £62,125 tor the conveyance of super.
We must realize that the trucks have to go
into the conuntry to lift the wheat and take
it to the port«. But let us look at it from
a husiness point of view. For every ton of
super enrried by the railways the Commis-
sioner Teceived a return rate of practically
ten to one; that is to say, that whilst he
received £62,123 for carrying super, the
amount  colleeted by him  for wheat
transport was £662,731. Again, it might
be possible for the committee to make
a  recommendation o follow the eonrse
adopted in New Zealand, namely, that the
Government should grant a subsidy of Ss.
Gd. per ton on every ton ol super that goes
out. This would enable the Commissioner
to make a better showing than he is deing
te-day.,  The total earnings of the railways
last vear was £2,110,065. We find that the
carriage of wool, hay, straw, chaff, wheaf.
fruit, vegetahles, fertiliser and livestoek
vielded a revenue of £1,103,171. All this
freight was paid directly by the primary
producer, and of course, as members know,
those who live in country distriets have to
pay freight on their outward goods az well.
So it scems that in the interests of our coun-
fry districts we may reasonably consider the
advisableness of redueing the capital cost
of our railways, and also consider the redur-
fion of railway freizhts, T.ef me return to
the report of the Transport Committee,
which contains some excellent snggestions.
Tt states—

Railwav finanee: A problem common to all
State railwavs is that of over-eapitalisation
Sinee the inception of the various syvstems no
systematie provision for depreeiation has been
made, and the finaneinl position is, conse-
quently, not on a prover hasis. Tt is suggest-
ed (n) the finances of the railway systems he
separated from the general finanees of the
State: (b) The capital liability of the rail-
wavs be redueed by an amount represented by
the accrued deprecintion of the property which
would renquire to he determined in each State:
(¢} The interest so saved to the railways bhe
applied towards (i) The establishment of a
depreeiation fund, of an amount to be deter-
mined, sufficient to cover aeeruing deprecia-
tion vear by wear; {ii) The establishment of
a veserve fund to stabilise the finances over
Jean vears; (ii1) ihe ultimate reducfion of
fares nnd freights.

When I was speaking on a similar metion
previously, 1 advocated that we should bring
in a Bill the effect of which would he that
the Commissioner would he Tecouped any
loss sustained from new ratlways. Let me
give an lilusiration. In another place there
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has been submitted a Bill to eonstruct a rail-
way to Dartmoor. A report prepared by
fhe Railway Department shows that the full
length of the proposed line is 50 miles, the
cstimated capital cost £3,250 per mile, or a
total of £162,500. The estimated annnal re-
sults are: earnings £23,000, working ex-
penses £17,000, interest at 5 per cent.
£80,100, loss £2,100. Is it reasonable or fair
to say to the Commissioner of Railways,
“We appoint vou as Commissioner and ex-
peet you te run our railways to show a
profit, but whether yeu like it or not, we are
woing to build a railway to a certain distriet,
the estimated loss on which will he over
£2,000, and which you will have to make
up”?

Hon, E. H, Harris: Ave you trying to
prejudiee the passage of the Bill for the
construction of this line?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have no desire to
do any sueh thing: I merely quoted this
partienlar railway in support of my argun-
ment that a Bill should he passed to enable
the Commissioner to say, “All right, you
build a railway whieh will show a loss of
over £2,000, but you vecoup me for that
loss.” We might also cxamine the cost of
the construction of the proposed line. It is
cstimated to cost £3,250 per mile, I think
the Commissioner’s estimate of the average
cost of our lines is a little over £5,000 =2
mtle. T should like to quote a railway that
was built recently in Queensland. We might
inquire why Queensland was able to build a
3ft. 6in. railway at a cost of £1,929 per mile
as against onr estimated cost of £3,250. The
Queensland line was a l4-mile section ex-
tending from Tara to Surat, and it was com-
pleted for £27,000. The job was carried out
under the relief work system and it repre-
sents the cheapest streteh of 3ft. Gin. line
in the State. We in Western Australia are
fortunate so far as railway eonstruction is
concerned by reason of the faet that, apart
from the ranges and the country arocund
Pemberton, there are praetically no engi-
neering diffienlties. Therefore the suggested
committee eould well inquire into the reason
for what seems to be a high departmental
estimate of £3,250 per mile for railway con-
struetion in a district which the report states
definitely does not contain engineering diffi-
culties. I repeat that when we take into
consideration the faet that the plant is ohso-
lete, that sleepers, railway engines and
trucks are worn out, it is an anomalous posi-
fion to expeet the Commissioner to find in-
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terest and running expenses on the whole of
the capital invesied. I am therefore keen
that we should be able fo introduce a
measure to enable the Commissioner to allow
for depreciation and incidentally in that
way permit him to reduece freights. We
know that Queensland has reduced the capi-
tal cost of its railways, that Vietoria pro-
poses to do likewise, and that in New South
Wales n committee has been appointed to
eonsider the advisableness of adopting a
similar course. While it may be said that
our railways have not cost nearly so much
in comparison with those of the other
States, it we want to ‘do justice to the
people we must strain every effort to enable
them to have cheaper freights. We have
heard a great deal about competition by
motor transport. A carrier reeently wrote
to the Commissioner of Railways as fol-
lows:—

Will you kindly consider the matter of hir-
ing me for onc year onc 35-ton truck and oue
8-ton van. I would require them to be hauled
from Perth to Katanning twice weekly with
the option of loading both ways. Loading and
unloading of these trucks to be done by my-
self or employces, and all responsibility taken
by me. I shall esteem it a favour if you will
kindly advise me if you are prepared to con-
sider this matter and let me know at your
carliest ecouvenicnee the charge per ammum. I
am prepared to pay £1,500 for the above con-
sideration.

There was an offer made 'to the Commis-
sioner of Railways by a man who is compet-
ing with the department, and lis desire was
to make arrangements that the goods would
be loaded in Perth or Fremantle and he
wonld take them at the other end and de-
liver them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did ke undertake te
do so for the general public?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, for the general
public. There is nothing unusual about that,
hecause it is what is aectvally happening in
New South Wales. This man thought that
here was an opportunity to follow a similar
course, Here is the Commissioners reply
to that offer:—

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the G6th
inst., relative to the hire of wagons fo run
between Perth and Katanning, I am directed
to inform you that the Commissioner has given
the matter careful consideration, but regrets
that he eaunnot see his way to agree to a pro-
position of this nature.

T have quoted those letters as showing that
{hese motor people are prepared to meet the
raflways and act as feeders for them. I
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wish to congratulate the Minister for Works
on his reply to a deputation from Claremont,
who were in favour of a bus running along n
zertain route. The Minister, it seems, is pre-
[ared to approach this important sabject
with an vpen mind. He expressed disap-
pointment at the work of the committee
appointed by the Chamber of Commerce to
go into the question of transport competi-
tion. For my part, | thought that committee
served a uzeful purpose in giving their time
and ability to this very serious problem.
From time to time the commercial comn-
munity have demanded that their customers
shouid have the right to choose what forin of
transport they desire, and it is diflieult to
see how such demands and requests can he
refused. In a community such as ours, de-
pending almost entirely on primary produets
sold overseas, and at a time when the prices
of those products are so low, it is essential
to national prosperity that the transport
charges on those goods to the seaboard
should be as low as possible. The committee
who prepared the report embodying that
sentiment showed that they were imbued
with, the seriousness of the position and de-
sirous of assisting the Government. That
statement regarding primary production iz
ably borne out by an interview which ap-
peared in the “West Australian” on the
2nd March last. with Mr. W. R. Joffreys,
chairman of the Roads Improvement Asgocia-
tion of England, and an aunthority on all
transport problems, That gentleman in his
interview said as follows:—

Transport evervwhere is in a bad way.
Road. rail, air and water transport are, in the
aggregate, losing money. Tt is impossible to
my which section ia the worst off. Tf the
Empire is to reeover prosperity it is necessary
to get all forms of transport on a profitable
hasis.  Transport must not seek to secure
prosperity at the cxpense of trade and in-
lustry. but, ns a junior partner, strive to
serve trade and industry and he content with
1 modest share of the divisable profits.

No country had yet solved the problem of
making a success of railway transport and
ziving trade and industry the full benefit of
zheap transport rates by road, Mr. Jeffreys
stid. The important feature from the stand-
2o0int of the Dominions was the faet that there
were millions of pounds of public money in-
rested in railways and it was difficult to hold
the halange fairly between the railways and
sther formsg of transport with which the State
rompeted.  In  Australin about £300,000.000
»f public money was invested in railways, but
road transport was nearly all undertaken by
private enterprise.

‘‘How are vou solving the problem here???
‘Ir. Jeffrey inquired. When informed that
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road services were reguired to pay a tax, Mr.
Jeffreys eaid:—'‘That is a tax on industry.
You are putting 2 heavy burden on primary
producers who are using road transport and
want to get their products into the market as
cheaply and is efliciently as possible, Econo-
mists agree that taxation on any form of
transport is bad. It is wrong In principle and
inequitable in practice.’”’

My, Jleffreys added that he found that the
total deficits of railways in Australia during
the last 18 years amounted to over £75,000,000.
No attempt had Leen made, with the possible
exeeption of Queensland, to adjust the eapital
nccount to the value of the uassets. Most of
the Australian States, in order to protect the
public investment in tram and railway ser-
vices, had passed drastic legislation restrieting
road traflic and he was anxious to see the in-
cidence of those enactments, He thought that
the time was rupidly approaching when the
expenditure on the twe avenues of transport
would he administered zs one. Road transport
would have to submit to regulation as distinet
from restriction, nnd should not undertake
trans- ort at uneconomic rates,

i am going into these various quotations
(o show that T am not the only one think-
ing in that direction. In Queensland
they have alreads iwposed restrictions,
and the fees ure based en 1Y4d. per ton mile
of goods carrying eapacity, and a halfpenuy
per passenger mile on the passenger-carrying
capacity of the vehicle. These are consid-
ered reasonable by their transport hoard.
The Minister for Works, receiving a depu-
tation asking that the Fremantle Highway
should he altered, =aid lie was not mueh wor-
ricd about financing the undertaking, tor
the monev would come trom the metro-
politan iraffie trust. He estimated that the
highway would cost from £20,000 fo
£23.0000 per mile, but he pointed ont that
it would he a eharge, not on the people gou-
erallv, hut npon those who were using the
road and who would find the money to pay
for the work. We frequently hear that we
have to he loyal to our railways and to re-
membher that they helong to the people. But
the roads also helong to the people and were
construeted out of the people’s money. From
a revenue point of view, those roads return
considerably more than most people think.
Last vear I asked for information as to the
nomber of motor licenses, and the amount
of license fees collected from the various
motorists, together with the amount obtainod
from the Federal Government and from Cus-
toms dues on petrol. T learnt that the toral
amount of license fees, excluding motor
cyeles, then collected i Western Australia
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was £262,077, while the money expended on
main roads amounted to £1,932480. So the
fees colleeted from the motorists show a re-
turn to the State of 13.6 per eent., as cow-
pared with the 3.29 per cent. afforded by
our railways. If we take the total amount
of money received from the Federal Gov-
ernment during thie period 1926 to 1932, the
fees collected fromm moforists represent a
return of 11.45 per cent. on the amount re-
ceived from the Federal Govermment and
expended.

*Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: You mean the
amount reeeived hy the Federal Govern-
ment for the same year?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No. The amount
is  under-cstimated rather than over-esti-
mated, because there was £2,296,660 collected
from the Federal Government from 1926
to 1932; hut for the purpose of showing
a comparison with the fees collected to June,
19:42, in that yvear we paid an eguivalent of
11.45 per cent. on the total ameunt of money
expended on main roads. And if we take
the totai Customs dutv—not the whole of
that money goes into State revenue, heeause
a portion goes to the Federal Governmeni—
£304,819, we wet 13.27 per cent., while if
we combine the duty with the traffic fees
colleeted last venr, we get a return of 24.72
per cent. on the money spent on the con-
struetion of our roads.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: That is the
total amount expended, not the amount in
that one year.

llon. A. THOMSOXN: No, the total
amount. It is estimated that the total value
of motor vehicles of all kinds in Western
Anstralin is probably in the vicinity of
£10,000,000.

Hon. A, M. Clydesdale: Most of them
have imported hodies.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN : Not necessarily, A
large number of bhodies are being made in
Australia because of the duty imposed; in
fact, one ean safely say that 90 per cent.
of the bodies used in Aunstralin are made in
Australia, and most of the ear parts ave
wade in Australia. It would be interesting
to get a return showing the large number
of men emploged in this industry. We have
in every town our motor zarages, motor
mechanies and oil pumps: and if we could
corrclate the whole of the money expended
in the motor industry, it would bhe found
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that there wounld not he a very great margh
hetween that sum and the total amount in
vested in our railways. At all events if wi
could get that information it would be o
great value, because this committee whiel
sat said that the total capital cost of ow
railways, rouds, ports and harhours was esii
mafed at £500,000,000, and that the value o
privately owned motor vehicles would i
gomething like £600,600,000.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Under Stand
ing Ovder 134 T ust interrupt the debab
unless the Council otherwise orders.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the debate be continued.

Motion put and passed,

Hon A. THOMSON: 1 now wish to rea
extracts from a report by the Perth Cham
her of Commerce which provides very inter
esting matter. It says:

The transport of goods in the metropolita
area by motor wagons has increased considex
ably in the past few years. In 1926 the num
ber of trucks licensed was 2,153, whereas fo
the year ended June 30th, 1930, the total wa
3,808, There is an association of about 4
members engaged in the carriage of goods
principally imports landed at Fremantle an
transported to Perth, TIn 1920 less than 1
tons per day were carried by this association
This had increased to about 30 tons by 1922
From 1922 to 1928 a steady increase toal
place, and it was cstimated Ly the assceiation
two yecars ago that 450 tons o day were the
being carried by motor, and the amount wa
cstimated to inerease to approximately 100
tons per day by 1833. This increasc may b
indicative of the increase in transpert of good
by motor wagons as a whole, It is impossibl
to foreeast the inercase in this form of trans
port, but there seems to be no doubb that m
inerease wilt take place at probably a slowe
rate than in the immediate past.

My desire is to show the House the ano
maly ander which people in the country dis
tricts are suffering today., A grave injusties
exists, Those who are carrying their good:
between Perth and Fremantle on bitumer
roads at the rate of 1,000 tons a doy would
if they had a four-ton truek, pay a licens
fec to the loeal authority of £29 a year and
a earrier's license of £2, and if they had :
1 ton 19 cwt. trailer in addition they wonl¢
pay £6 a vear. Their toial payment wouls
be £33. The man in the country would noi
only have to pay the £33, but an additional
sum fo the local anthority of €63, and 2
further £18 for the trailer, a total of £118
Instead of bitumen roads fo fravel on he
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wor'd have fo use the ordinary country
road, and would have to pay £119 instead of
the other individual's £35. I am sure that
when the Aet was submitted to Parliament
members did not think sueh an  extra-
ordinary anemaly would have arisen as I
have disclosed. I could have quoted 2 num-
ber of other referenves, but do not desire to
weary the House. I thank members for
their patient hearing. This is a mafter of
grave importance. If a select committee is
appointed those who are vitally interested
i transport problems will be able fo place
their views beforc the House and the
country, I am quite agreeahle, in the cir-
cumstances, to having a joint select commit-
tee appointed if that meets the wishes of
anpther place.  Organisations have come
into existence that are very fearful of the
proposed legislation, and do not know what
is in the mind of the Minister in charge. An
inquiry into this matter will not only be
helpful to the Government in the framing of
that legislation, but will enable people to
put forward a scheme which may lead to a
reduction of railway freights and fares, If
we are going to compete with the world’s
markets it is our duty to do all we ean to
effect a reduction of charges. I commend
my mofion fo the attention of the House.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
{North) [5.37]: I congratulate Mr. Thomson
on his admirable speech and upon the con-
structive details he has given to us. He put
his case very plainly. The subject is so im-
portant that it is difficult to make up one's
mind about it until one has heard the views
ol' other members. 1 should have preferred
to defer my speech until the guestion had
been further debated. T should be the more
inelined to snpport the motion if the hon.
member would agree to add to it something
to this effect:—“And also with power to
discover some method of prevenfing the
wholesale stealing and pilfering that are tak-
ing place on the railwavs” That is cer-
tainly 2 matter calling for investigation, as
diselosed by the following newspaper para-
araph:—

Pillaging from trains and railway stations
is rapidly assuming serions proportions in this
State. Astonishing losses were sustained by
*he Railway Department during the last finan-
*ial vear, and despite the sirictest supervision
mmd eareful inquiry, very few of the persons
soncetned in the thefts were apprehended.: A
long list of minor articles shown as ‘‘stolen”’
is punctuated with disturbing frequency by
meh entries as 122 water bags,”? ¢¢21% gal

lons of petred,’’ ¢20 sleepers,’* and f+20
chains of wire.”” Buring the 12 months end-
ed on June 30 last the following railway equip-
ment was reported as missing from carriages
and sleeping cars:—175 huck towels, 52
sheets, 19 deeanters, 66 pillow slips, 705 rol-
ler towels, 1,811 glasses, 335 water-bags, 10
rugs and nine blankets. The Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer reported that during the period
291 clectrie lamps had Leen removed from rail-
way curriages in the metropolitan area. The
greatest number of glasses was stolen during
i'ebroary, when 199 disappeared, but with
the exception of 92 in July and 81 in August,
1932, the thefts of glasses averaged about 150
a month.  Apparently the warm weather ex-
perienced last January had aa adverse effect
o the supply of depurtmeutal water-bags, for
7+ were stolen during the menth. The removal
of 19 decanters during the year was in marked
contrast to the theft of 180 decanters in the
previous 12 months.

This is a lamentable state of affairs. 1 do
not think it can be dne altogether to profes-
sional thieves on account of the variety ol
articles stolen. It rather indicates a eertain
amount of immorality and dishonesty on the
part of the community. I wonder whether
our expenditure of £750,000 a year on edu-
cation is doing any geod when we look at it
from this point of view.

Hon. G. Fraser: I wondered when you
were going to bring that in.

Hon. SIR EDWARD WITTENQOM:
Unfortunately this is not the only example
of immorality and dishonest effort. A simi-
lar state of affairs exists in connection with
the old age pensions. One reason why the
vailways do not pay is that those who have
the spending of large sums of rvoidmaking
money have constructed excellent thorough-
fares in competition with the railway sys-
fem. I would give two instances of this;
one is the road from Tenindewa to Northern
Gully, over sandd plain on whieh no one i
living, and from which ne ene iz producing
anything, and through which a rvailway
passes.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Do not people travel
over it from the other end?

Hon. Sir FDWARD WITTENOOM:
The raitway is there all the time, but the
sand plain produces no freight. The other
instance is the road from Geraldton to
Watheroo, though that concerns the Mid-
land  railway. A good voad has heen
constructed there, in competition with the
railways. YWhen I was in Java recently T
looked intn this matter. T had to take a
lap-r motor trip into the hillz to the Nallabar
tea gardens.  MAlong<ide the railway the
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track is as rough as possible and no one
would think of wsing it. The authorities
there eonstruct good roads where there is no
railway, and leave the tracks alongside the
railway just as they were. The consequence
of this poliey is that the roads are not com-
peting with the railways. The trouble in
this State is that huge sums of money have
heen spent on making roads that compete
with our railways. I shall listen with great
interest to the remarks of other members,
and will reserve my right to vote for or
against the motion.

HON, SIR CHARLES NATHAN (Metro-
politan-Suburban) {546]: The House is
indebted to Mr. Thomson for the exeellent
manner in which he has presented the case
—a case, I submit, not for a select commit-
tee, but, re-echoing what T said last year,
a case of sufficient importance to he inves-
tigated by a Royal Commission com-
posed of experts. At this moment,
however, even that procedure seems in-
oppertune, since we know that the
wlole subject is receiving the eonsideration
of the Government. In my opinion, the
appointment of a select commiitee of this
Chamber to inquire at present into the mat-
ters pertaining fo the motion would prove
abortive. Everyone must admit that the con-
dition of affairs now exisiing requires to he
remedied, and that the Commissioner of
Railways has a task set him which should
e imposed on no man eontrelling such an
underfaking. We know that he is ecalled
upon fo run the railway system and at the
same time is subject to the control of Par-
liument, Unquestionably the transport pro-
blem is a most serious one in all parts of
the world. We recognise that railway sys-
toms which are becoming obsolete canmot
be permitted to stand in the way of more
modern methods of transport. We see our
own Government amplifving their methods
of tramway transport. The capital expen-
diture represented by the various methods
of trangport, all of them operating in eom-
petition with each other, is constantly ang-
mented. We realise the necessity for eco-
ordination. We appreciaie the necessity for
expert advice. We are also conscious of
the need for maintaining the values of our
railways so as to enable them to earn pro-
fits. 'The subject, it seems to me, is not
one for investigation by a select committee
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of this Chamber. With the greatest n
speet to the members of this House an
those of another place, who are we to mal
an jnvestigation into sueh a suhject?

Hon. A. Thomson: We should surely t
capable of hearing the evidence and sul
mitting recommendations.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: Wk
not an inquiry of such a nature as woul
carry weight outside the House and e
able the Government to move? Membaer
of this House and of another place, I sul
mi{ with all due deference, are not capabl
of making such a close investigation as |
needed. Neither would the limitations of
select committee enable the proper evidenc
to be taken. Consequently, although I hay
the greatest sympathy with the hon. memw
ber in his endeavour to bring about an ir
guiry, L think now, as 1 thought las
vear, that it wonld be utterly futile for u
to attempt such an investigation under th
eonditions existing, partienlarly when th
whole subject is receiving the closest atten
tion of the Government. In all probabilit
an opportunity will oecur when the Govern
ment submit legislation for the adeption o
certain methods of transport, to suggest th
appointment of a Royal Commission, eon
sisting of Parliameatarians and two or thre
experts, to go into the whole subject. Fo
that reason, much as I appreciate the seri
onsness of the problem, I personally ean
not vote for this motion any more than
felt able to vote for that of last session.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.51]
The mover said he had a pledge that he de
sired to live up to. I also have a pledg
that I desire to live np to, and that is not &
be a party to holding up the business of th
Chamber. Accordingly, if nobody else i
prepared to continue the debate, I am. Th
mover deserves much sympathy; in faet, h
deserves fo get somewhere for his determina
tion.

Hon. A. Thomson: What do you mean b
that?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That the hon. mem
ber deserves to reach some finality. He tell
us that the year before last he lost thi
motion through ifs being counted out. T.as
year the House divided on it {wice, and i
went out. Since then there has lheen m
alteration. The personnel of the Chambe
remains the same, and nothing has hap
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pened to cause the House to alter its view
on this subject. If a subject is dealt with
by Bill, some finality is reached; but a seleet
committee on an abstract motion means, in
nine cases out of ten, that the report and the
evidence go into the waste-paper basket and
are heard of no more. A part of the motion
to which I object is that which suggests the
writing-down of the capital cost of the Gov-
ernment railways with a view to reducing
the amount npon which the Commissioner of
Railways is to be expected to find interest
and running costs. There may be something
in that part of the motion which refers to
co-ordinating the different transport serviees
und enabling the system to meet the com-
petition of motor and other transport. How-
ever, I cannot support a motion which
recommends the writing-down of the eapital
of the railways. If we can accomplish a
writing-down at the Treasury in a legitimate
and honest manner, I do not mind; but if
the capital invested in our State railway
system were written down as suggested by
the motion the money would still be owing
to the Treasury, and interest and sinking
fund wonld still have to be found in respect
of the total capital represented by the rail-
way system, something in the vieinity of
30 millions sterling. While the mover wants
the capital cost of the railways to be Te-
duced, he also wants depreciation to be pro-
vided for; and I presume thai the Commis-
sioner of Railways, whom the motion seeks
to benefit, will have the amount of deprecia-
tion added to the loss on the working of the
svetem.  Any attempt to provide deprecia-
tion on the system in a legiimate manner
would probably astound the Western Aus-
tralian people. Depreciation should have
heen provided from year to year, and the
rolling stock maintained in good working
order. If one travels from one end of the
State to ihe other, one sees railway stations
falling to pieces from the inroads of white
ants and for want of attention and mainten-
ance. Let me ask Mr. Thomson, through the
Chair, who has heen responsible for the
building of all the non-paying railways that
we have? The various Governments, one
and all. One Government has been as had
as the other. On the eve of a general elec-
tion those Governments, prompted by mem-
bers of Parliament, and particolarly by
Country Party members, who in turn were
prompted by owners of land on the sug-
gested routes, proposed new lines. So it ean
he traced back lirst to the Governments, then
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to parliamentarians seeking railways for
their partienlar distriets, and thirdly to land
owners eager to obtain increased land values,
If we want to make our railway system pay,
we should compel people owning agricultural
land adjacent to railway lines to put it to
use. The Government have power o resume
land. This House did what perhaps no one
expected it to do—gave the Government a
Closer Settlement Act that empowered them
fo take any land anywhere. To put land
adjacent to the lines into use is one means
of making our railways pay. Instead of
building new lines, let us compel the owners
of land adjacent to existing lines to put it
into use. Let us abandon the foolhardy
poliey of building roads .parallel to our rail-
ways and thus encouraging motor traffic to
rob the railways of fraffie.

Hon. A, Thomson: Do vour not want any-
body to come to the city?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: This State has
already spent 30 millions for the purpose of
bringing people to the city.

Hon. A. Thomson: No, it has not.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Pretty well. If we
have money for building roads, let us build
them ag feeders to the railway system, and
not as speedways adjacent to lines for the
purpose of robbing the system of traffie. Sir
Edward Wittenoom referred to portion of
the line from Geraldton to Perth as being a
speedway. I think it is now a speedway
nearly all the way from Geraldton to the
capital. The policy has been to baild rail-
ways out into the country, and then to build
alongside those railways good roads suitable
for any vehicular traffie. A little later the
Main Roads Board eome along and buiid a
speedway along the railway in order to rob
it of its traffic. The motion as it reads does
not appeal fo me, and unless it is amended
I shail vote against it. A shmilar proposal
te this emanated from the North-West as=
to the Wyndham Meat Works. I do not
know what the capital of that enterprise is
now, but I know it represents a tremendous
amount of money. The proposal was to
write down the capital to £200,000, reducing
it by something like £750,000. With that
recommendation of the select commitiee I
disagreed, and my disagreement was based
on the same grounds as those which compel
me to vote against the present motion. In
a minority report I stated—

I entirely disagree with the recommendation

contained in the committe’s report dealing
with the Wyndham Meat Works. T am of
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opinion that the capital account should not be
written down, and that the interest thereon
should remain as a charge to the general tax-
payer of the country, in the hope that it will
deter any future Government from embarking
upon any commercinl cnterprise.

I shall say no meore, except to emphasise the
fact that I objeeted to the writing-down,
and I object to this motion. The only thing
it would accomplish is that it would relieve
eountry members from having these monu-
ments to incompetence in connection with
the railways, pointed out to them by the
general public as having heen constructed
for political purposes, and not for the ad-
vancement of the country. I oppose the
motion.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—CORRESPONDENCE
CLASSES.

Postal Department’s Regulation,

HON. H, J. YELLAND (East) [62]: I
move—

That all papers containing the representa-
tions of the Education Department to the
Postal Department in connection with postal
charges on studenis’ correspondence be laid
on the Table of the House,

T wish to draw the attention of the House
to a report that appesred in the “West
Australian” recently and which induced me
to ask for the tabling of the papers referred
to in the motion. The report stated that
representations had been made by the State
Education Department to the Federal postal
authorities with respect to the lefters sent
by children to temchers or by teachers to
children in the outlving parts of the State,
under the correspondence class system. It
has been eustomary for a child in the back-
blocks, for instance, to write a personal let-
ter to the teacher and enclose it with his
work, and for the teacher to enclose a letter
to the child with the next batch of papers.
The postal authorities investigated the prac-
tice and found that the persenal letters came
within the category of private correspond-
enee, and, therefore, the ordinary postal
rate should be paid. The whole guestion
has been gone into, and the objection taken
thai, as letter rates will have to be paid on
the correspondence, the extra charge will
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have to be worne by the department. The
amount involved will he between £200 and
£250 per annum. Tt seems to me that the
charge in question should not be horne by
the department. At the same time, if the
practice of sending personal leiters is dis-
continued, it will take away from the child
in the hack ecountry that personal toueh,
which can be gained only hy means of the
private letter sent by his teacher. It is the
only personal touch that is possible in the
circumstances, As the Postal Department
has decided that the practice shall not be
allowed, it means that the child, deprived
of the personal touch that means so much,
will be at a great disadvantage. The ¢hild-
ren are taught writing, reading and arith-
metfi¢ with, perhaps, a lttle history and
geography.  Only the most rudimentary
lessons are taught, but gne of the greatest
assets has been the personal touch hetween
the child and the teacher. T ecan speak
from my own experience, because in the
earlier days I had fwo little girls who re-
ceived lessons through the correspondence
clagses, and every month when the work
was received, the children looked forward
eagerly to the letter from their teacher.
That letter was the greatest incentive to
the children to do their work thoroughly.
Under the existing conditions, if the teacher
should write to the head of the house in the
third person and say, for instance, in the
note, “John's work is remarkably good
and you can tell him I am very pleased with
it,” the communication could be posted at
the lesser rate. On the other hand, if the
teacher should write direct to the child and
convey the same information, then the com-
munication would become a letter, and
ordinary postage would have to be paid by
the department. The Postal Department
only will benefit hecanse of the additional
expenditure of £200 or £250 a year, which
the Government would provide if they are
foolish enough to pay it. Tt will cost the
Postal Department nothing extra, and they
will receive that amount for carrying out
exactly the same funetion. They will ae-
tually seeure the additional monev at the
cost of the BEdueation Thepartment or at the
expense of the interests of littte children in
the hackbloeks, The greatest loss will not
be an intrinsic one, but that sustained by
the little children, who do not receive any-
thing like the same -consideration as the



[8 Aucusr, 1933.]

children plared in better eircumstances. A
mere regulation is made te prevent the pos-
tal authorities from extending the con-
sideration 1 desire to the children in the
outer parts of the State. That regulation
is to stand paramount and be imposed to
the disadvantage of the State and of little
children. One can hardly imagine a Federal
Department allowing, in this hard-hearted
fashion, a regulation to he applied to the
detriment of the rizing generation. Pressure
should be brought to bear on the postal
authorities with a view to rectifying the
position. The attitude of the Postal Depart-
ment is petty and avaricious. Already the
department ean do the work without extra
cost, and. merely for the sake of a few
pounds, the State Fducation Department is
to be forced to shoulder extra expense, or
the little children in the country are to bhe
robbed of the personal touch that means so
much to them. This sort of thing shows
the lack of co-ordination that exists between
the efforis of State and Yederal Depari-
ments. If such o regulation were to be ap-
plied to children in the city, especially to
those in a city in the Eastern States, there
would be an appalling outery. The action
taken by the postal anthorities indicates an
utter disregard for the uplift of the masses
through the channels of edueation, and this
is the only channel throngh which educa-
tion can come to the litile children 1 have
in mind. T would remind membhers of what
an eminent Awerican stadent, Whittier,
said when he wrote—-
Man is merc than Constitution,
Better rot beneath the sod

Than be true to Constitution,
And be dounblvr false to God.

That is what is heing done regarding the
little children in the outhack eentres, when
they arve compelled to suffer because of a
postal regulation.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Tirew—Central) [6.11]: T have no objectinn
to the motion. On the other hand, I am
very pleased that it has been moved. I
have the necessary papers with me and,
should the motion be agreed to, I shall have
much pleasure in placing them on the
Table.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [6.12]:1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 15th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.
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Supply (No. 1), ‘returned ... 289
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Headquarters Bullding, 28., Com. report ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read praycrs.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. W. M. Marshall (Murchison) took
and subseribed the catlt and signed the roll.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK,
Projected Royal Commission,

Mr. MANN  asked the JMinister for
Lands: Does he intend to extend the scope
of the Royal Commission on the Agrienl-
tural Bank to that of other mortgagees?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied
No.



